held. As general surgery has morphed into numerous highly focused subspecialties, paediatric surgery has remained the bastion of the true generalist, providing surgical care through all organ systems and across all body cavities. As more focused practice finds its way into the specialty in the 21st century, Peter Beale has provided the finest example of what defines a true paediatric surgeon. Having fostered countless fellows and registrars, developing them all into competent craftsmen, he can be most proud that the vast majority of us continue to operate with his bushy eyebrows forever peering over our shoulders into the operative field.
True to the topic of this meeting and the content of this publication, Professor Beale performed a hepaticoenterostomy on a 2year old girl, Simone Georgiades, for biliary obstruction secondary to obliterative sclerosing cholangitis in 1984. With established cirrhosis, she progressed to endstage liver disease and was listed on Johannesburg's liver transplant programme under Professor Myburgh. The Greek community simultaneously raised funds and, creating enormous consternation, Professor Beale arranged a transfer to Cambridge where Professor Roy Calne, one of the founders of liver transplantation, performed a successful transplant. Simone was the first SA child to receive a liver transplant and is now a delightful 32yearold lady in the prime of her life. She really defines the success of hepatobiliary care in SA and has recently reentered the transplant service in Johannesburg.
With Peter having contributed in one way or another to the training of the vast majority of surgeons involved in paediatric surgery and transplantation today, I am certain that he is delighted to see how his department has grown and evolved over the years, and in particular how transplantation has expanded, most notably in Gauteng in recent times. It gives us tremendous pride to invite you into the pages of this edition of the South African Medical Journal, in which true international experts in the fields of paediatric hepatobiliary surgery, hepatology and transplantation share their knowledge and experience with us. If you could not make the meeting, you will certainly enjoy the read! Finally, please join us in a tribute to Professor Peter Beale, master of his art!
